
Providing a high level of personal care to our clients remains one of the core 

values of Stable Close Equine Practice.  This was recognised in 2010 as the 

practice was again a finalist in the Hampshire Business Excellence awards.   

 
To keep up with our case load 2010 saw the acquisition of a second fully 

portable digital xray unit which enables excellent quality radiographs to be 

taken ôon siteõ at your stables and viewed immediately. We have also 

purchased a second endoscope for the examination of the upper respiratory 

tract and diagnosis of upper and lower airway disease. Due to the expanding 

stud and AI work we have also purchased an additional ultrasound probe for 

mare reproductive examinations.   

 
In the last month we have acquired a new state-of-the-art battery powered 

dental float, a new dental burr and other smaller but essential dental 

instruments  to further improve the dental procedures we offer.   
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Autumn is upon us and thoughts turn to the months ahead.  It is a great 

opportunity to have a health check carried out on your horse or pony 

before the weather deteriorates to ensure he or she is fit and well to go 

through the winter.   

 
We will be carrying out annual health checks from November through to 

March which will include: 

 

¶ Routine dental rasp 

¶ Clinical examination of the heart, eyes and lungs 

¶ Trot-up and discussion regarding action or lameness 

¶ Winter blood test screen 

¶ Faecal worm egg count 

¶ An opportunity to discuss your horseõs health 

¶ Health Check certificate issued with findings and recommendations 

¶ 20% off vaccinations done at the time 

 
It is great value at only £100 inc VAT and when 3 or more horses from 

the same yard are booked for Health Checks at the same time 

you pay no visit fee.  Please call the office to book your health check. 

Alex Sergeant BVSc MRCVS 

Lucy Stamp BSc MA VetMB  

MRCVS 

Tori Ludlow BVetMed MRCVS 

Malcolm Morley BVSc MRCVS 

Do you have 

pregnant mares?  

Now  is the time of year when they 

should be vaccinated against herpes virus. 

Please phone us if you would like advice. 



We are delighted to introduce to 

you our newest member of the 

team ð Victoria òTorió Ludlow 

who joined us at Easter.   Tori 

graduated from the Royal 

Veterinary College in 2007 where 

her undergraduate research 

interests lay in foal medicine and 

she was lucky enough to travel to 

America to further her experience 

in this area.  After graduating Tori 

initially worked in a practice in 

Horsham before moving to 

Arundel  Equine Hospital as an 

intern where she was able to 

develop a wide range of clinical 

skills.  She recently joined us from 

an equine practice in Lingfield 

where her particular interest was 

in lameness and performance 

related problems.  Tori has been a 

member of the British Young 

Riders Dressage Scheme and has 

competed to a high level with her 

own horse.   

We were sad to say ôgoodbyeõ to 

Jonathan Moore - a popular 

member of the team over the last 

year.  Jonathan has decided to 

broaden his horizons and go back 

to academia to study for an MBA.   

We are delighted to have Alex 

Sergeant back with us at the end 

of November.  Many of you will 

have noticed that she has been 

absent for a few months this 

summer following the arrival of 

baby Charlie at the beginning of 

June.   

 

So while Alex Sergeant has been 

facing some new and rather 

different challenges twe were 

delighted to welcome Alex 

Erskine to the practice to cover 

Alex Sergeantõs maternity leave.  

Alex Erskine worked at Cedar 

Veterinary Practice in Alresford for 

several years where she was a valued 

member of the veterinary team.  Alex 

also has her own horse, Daisy, on 

which she competes.  

Lucy Burrell from the office team 

will be taking a break at the end of 

October to have her second baby -

Congratulations!   

Lucy will be missed while she is away 

but her shoes will be temporarily 

filled by  Alex Shaw  (yes another 

Alex!) from Winchester.  Alex is 

currently on a gap year before 

university to concentrate on her 

dressage training.  She is riding at 

Advanced Medium and has been 

selected for the under 21s Elite ** 

Squad. 

Malcolm Morley is widely 

recognised as an authority on pre-

purchase examination. As well as 

lecturing on the subject, he has been 

very busy during the last year chairing 

the Pre-Purchase Examination 

Committee of the British Equine 

Veterinary Association. New 

Guidance Notes for vettings have 

been written in plain English and are 

intended for both vets and 

prospective purchasers. All of us at 

Stable Close are proud to have 

played a significant role in influencing 

how vettings are carried out in both 

the UK and Ireland.  
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Lecture Evening - February 22nd 2012  

Worms, colic and how to prevent them ñ Dr Tim Brazil  
Tim holds an specialist diploma in equine medicine and regularly consults on cases for Stable Close 

Equine Practice. He was really well received when he spoke at one of our previous lecture evenings. 

Making the right decisions about euthanasia ñ Malcolm Morley  
Euthanasia is a difficult subject that all horse owners may have to consider at some time. This positive 

and sensitive presentation aims to provide you with all the information to help you make your own 

mind up when such a difficult decision has to be faced. 

Colic Surgery ñ Bruce Bladon  
Something heroic and life-saving to finish off the evening! Bruce is the lead equine surgeon at 

Donnington Grove Veterinary Surgery in Newbury. He is a diploma holder and registered specialist in 

equine surgery. His well presented talk on colic surgery should be very informative. 

 
The lecture evening will be held at the Holiday Inn, Winchester  - situated next to Intech, it is easily 

accessible from all directions. This is certain to be a very entertaining evening which we hope many of 

you will be able to attend ñ so put the date in your diary!  Further information and a booking form 

will be available in January. 

Standing Fracture Repair!  
 

Owlie  is a thoroughbred racehorse in trained and owned by Chris 

Gordon of Morestead stables. In June this year, Owlie pulled up 

extremely lame after fast exercise, but an urgent call to Stable Close 

Equine Practice meant the leg was xrayed within the hour and we found a 

non-displaced fracture above the fetlock. Known as a òcondylar fractureó, 

it is a common racehorse injury and fortunately one of the few significant 

limb fractures that can be repaired. 

 
Non-displaced fractures are best treated ASAP to prevent the fracture 

opening up and so the leg was splinted and Owlie taken immediately to 

Donnington Grove in Newbury (towed by Malcolm Morleyõs van as no 

other transport was available!) Our initial radiographs were all the 

surgeons needed to evaluate the fracture and Owlie was immediately 

admitted for surgery.  

 
The greatest danger with equine surgery is trying to get the horse back 

on its feet after an anaesthetic but the latest innovation is to go without 

the general anaesthetic and just use sedation and local anaesthesia. Totally 

unaware, Owlie had the fracture screwed back together whilst he stood 

on it! 

 
Owlie is making an excellent recovery and we hope to see him back on 

the racecourse this season. 

 

Many thanks to Bryan OõMeara who performed the surgery for us. 

Before Surgery  

During Surgery  


